
	
Days	of	the	Cycle:	

Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 3 (Early Release Day), Day 5 
 

THIS WEEK’S QUOTES 
In honor of St. Patrick’s Day today and the plethora of four-leaf clovers that surround 
us this time of year, I thought it would be interesting to take a look at “luck”.  The 
concept of “luck”, except when it comes to things like this week’s multi-million dollar 
Powerball lottery, runs counter to our messages to children about growth mindset.  
Carol Dweck, who first coined the phrase “growth mindset” would agree with the 
famous Americans above, who believed that luck has more to do with mindset and hard 
work then is does with a random happening of good fortune.  No matter where a 
student starts, if they believe that they can achieve, if they see themselves as successful, 
if they know what steps to take to achieve their goals and if they work hard every day to 
achieve them, then they will be granted “luck” regardless of finding the mythical four 
leaf clover.  Luck, as many have stated, is not random, but more the intersection of 
hard work and opportunity, both of which we strive to create and encourage for our 
students here at Day. 
 
 

 
 

Quotes of the Week  

 
“Luck is believing you’re lucky.” 

--Tennessee Williams 
 

“I am a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work the more I 
have of it.”  -- Thomas Jefferson 

 
“Diligence is the mother of good luck.” 

---Benjamin Franklin 
 
 



NEW INFORMATION 
 
SEL MEETING TUESDAY 
This Tuesday, March 19th is our building-based  SEL Work Group Meetings.  We will 
again gather briefly in the library at 2:00 p.m.  PLEASE BRING YOUR LAP TOPS. 
Brenda will present briefly about the next Tiny Tuesday lesson on Cyber Safety.   
I will also be giving you 10-15 minutes to complete this brief survey on our Tiny 
Tuesday Program. See the link below.  (If you complete the survey before the meeting, 
you do not need to bring your lap top to the meeting). 
 
https://goo.gl/forms/ai0sPODZCxBbqEVH3 
 
 
Please see the remaining Tuesday meeting dates for March:  
 

March	
	 	

3rd	Tuesday	 Mar.	19		 School-wide	SEL	Collaboration	Time	
Early	Release	
Day	-	Thurs.*	

Mar.	21	 Citywide	Content	Time		

4th	Tuesday	 Mar.	26	 Teacher	Discretion	Day	
	
UPCOMING TINY TUESDAY LESSONS 
March 12 – CARES Reflection- Lesson in Schoology 
March 26th – Cyber Safety Lesson (presented to staff on March 19th, on SEL Tuesday) 
April 9th – Lesson 1: Microaggressions (presented to staff at April 2nd Faculty Meeting) 
April 30th - Lesson 2: Microaggressions 
May 14th – Lesson 3: Microaggressions 
May 28th – Student Feedback 
June 11th –End of Year Celebration 
	
 
THURSDAY EARLY RELEASE 
This Thursday is an early release day. We will be running a Day 3 schedule to 
accommodate the 6th Grade Global Goals presentation in the cafeteria from 8:00 a.m. – 
10:00 a.m.   
 
Faculty will be engaged in citywide professional development in the afternoon, and you 
should be receiving details from your curriculum coordinator. 
 
 
OFF-SITE EVACUATION DRILLS ON THURSDAY 
Deborah has been working with grade levels to schedule off-site evacuation drills for 
each grade on Thursday, our early release day. She will put the finalized schedule on 
the Day Folder later this week. 



 
 
DAY BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 
Sherry Edwards and Hadley Horner have agreed to help me oversee the creation of a 
new committee here at Day to oversee the aesthetics and beautification of the interior 
of Day Middle School. We are hoping to replicate the process at Newton North to create 
a process whereby the decoration of our walls and shared spaces is vetted through a 
faculty committee.  Please send me an email if you think you might be interested in 
participating.   
 
BLUE SUB FOLDERS 
Now that we have a consistent flow of subs hired through Insight, it is critical that every 
teacher who requires a sub when absent complete and submit a blue sub folder to 
Donna A.S.A.P.  Donna can guide you as to what should go into every folder, but keep 
in mind that the subs from Insight are less familiar with our students and school 
routines. 
 
CLASS DISMISSALS 
Now that our bells are finally aligned with the correct time, I ask that everyone be 
cognizant of only letting students go once the bell has wrong. Some students are being 
dismissed as early as the 4 minute warning bell, which places the receiving teacher who 
still has another class or maybe finishing a meeting or planning period at a 
disadvantage. Thank you for your help and support with this shared expectation. 
 
MATT SHEPARD DAY 
On Monday, March 25th we will be recognizing Matt Shepard Day.   Howie will be 
working with the G.S.A. Club on a video for that morning. They will send it out to 
faculty by the end of this week, along with the script for the announcement so that you 
have it in advance for any clarifications of questions. 
 
	“OLD”	INFORMATION	PREVIOUSLY	POSTED	
	
TERM 3 PROGRESS REPORTS 
This is the week that we are responsible for communicating Term 3 progress reports.  
Please notify parents and students of how you will be communicating those progress 
updates (e.g. such as through Schoology etc.).  I will be putting a note into the 
newsletter at the end of this week reminding parents to check in with all of you about 
mid-term progress of their child.  If a student is struggling, or if it looks as if a student’s 
grade is dropping significantly since the last report card, it is even more important to 
proactively communicate this with parents such a via email prior to the end of the term 
on 4/5/19.  
 
PAC DISCUSSION AROUND REPORT CARDS 
At last week’s Principal Advisory Council Meeting, we agreed that teams would be 
responsible for devising a method for determining that parents and guardians have 



viewed a child’s report card. I have been informed that in the past, teams have sent 
home a slip of paper that is signed by a student’s parent or guardian indicating that 
they have viewed the term grades online, and that paper is returned to homeroom 
teachers.  We hope that using this method for Terms 3 and 4 will help us in 
determining if parents are accessing grades online and creating an opportunity for 
conversations and communication about student progress.   
 
Term 3 ends on April 5th.   
 
Please make note of the dates below: 

 
Semester 2 1/28/19 – 6/18/19 
 

Quarter 3  1/28/19 – 4/5/19 
 

• Progress Reports Week of 3/11/19 
• Report Card Grades due 4/10/19 
• Report Cards Accessible 4/12/19 
• 45 Total Days 

 

Quarter 4 4/8/19 – 6/18/19 
 

• Progress Reports Week of 5/13/19 
• Report Cards Grades due  
• Report Cards Accessible three days after last school day 
• 45 Total Days (plus any additional snow days) 

 
	
EMERGENCY	RESPONSE	COMMITTEE	
The	Emergency	Response	Committee	is	meeting	on	Tuesday,	April	9th		at	7:15	a.m.	in	the	
Student	Services	Conference	Room.	
 
MCAS	DATES	AND	TRAINING	
We	will	be	holding	the	mandatory	MCAS	training	at	our	March	faculty	meeting.		Teaching	
Assistants	will	be	trained	in	March	at	a	time	TBD.		Please	make	note	of	the	finalized	MCAS	
schedule	below:	
	
April 1-2:  Grade 6 ELA 
April 3-4:  Grade 7 ELA 
April 5 and 8:  Grade 8 ELA 
 
May 6 -7:  Grade 6 Math 
May 8 -9:  Grade 7 Math 
May 10 and 13:  Grade 8 Math 



 
May 16-17:  Grade 8 Science, Technology and Engineering 
	
 
SIGNS OF SUICIDE (S.O.S) PROGRAM 
I	would	like	to	thank	Meghan	Hudson	and	our	dynamic	guidance	team	for	all	of	their	
efforts	in	getting	this	year’s	SOS	screenings	completed.	There	is	evidence,	particularly	this	
year,	that	this	screening	process	is	an	effective	and	invaluable	tool	for	identifying	our	
students	who	are	at	risk.		
	
DAY INTERNATIONAL POT LUCK DINNER 
We are pleased to announce that out Day Diversity Club and PTO will be sponsoring 
our 2nd annual Day International Pot Luck Dinner on Thursday, March 28th at 6:00 
p.m.   
 
BOSTON BOWLING EVENING-SAVE THE DATE 
The	annual	Day	Boston	Bowl	is	scheduled	for	Saturday,	May	18th.		Save	the	date	for	this	
fun	opportunity	to	join	Boston	and	Newton	families	for	pizza	and	bowling.	
	
	
PRINCIPAL	ADVISORY	COUNCIL	
	
The	next	PAC	meeting	is	on	Thursday,	April	11,	2019.			
	
Below	is	a	link	for	the	PAC	Folder.	Also	below	are	the	link	for	a	document	that	will	include	
the	meeting	notes	from	the	prior	meeting	and	the	agenda	for	the	next	meeting.			
	
PAC	FOLDER:	
	
PAC	
	
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TmKqQkhQPjogb53iHNIhvxLgsA-
NJej5?usp=sharing	
	
Running	Meeting	Agenda	and	meeting	notes	for	PAC:	
	
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15KkenG8HhkI68oU6540dr7aLbyBtrb3i4QJKTAa9
yBo/edit?usp=sharing	
	
 
MARCH	GRADE	LEVEL	MEETINGS	
	



Below	is	the	link	to	the	folder	with	the	Grade	Level	Meeting	Agendas	for	this	year.		
Everyone	should	have	access	to	edit	by	following	this	link.	Let	me	know	if	you	do	not.	In	
advance	of	each	meeting,	please	feel	free	to	add	agenda	items.		
	
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RWYX0R3aMAvttGv-
jxNBDexxEXeHi9Tv?usp=sharing	
	
The	March	Grade	Level	Meetings	are	as	follows:	
	
	
March:		
	
Gr	6	–	26th				Day	1,	Period	3	
Agenda	Link	Below:	
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19EjponbH-WVLE2F2PD-
aSg9qkEBFlkmpatwUI87ZU4c/edit?usp=sharing	
	
	
Gr	7	–	27th	Day	2,	Period	6	
Agenda	Link	Below:	
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ianAJnx1KdZv4CYXiXyBMf7-
4QGAdgGdKGE5ehNdD1E/edit?usp=sharing	
	
Gr	8	–	22nd	Day	5,	Period	6	
Agenda	Link	Below:	
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QPKyCrIGuVCGOer3NUYXnzYCPFc0RVS4y8ETBr
04xJU/edit?usp=sharing	
	
	
MY	SCHEDULE	
Monday:	At	the	Ed	Center	for	a	human	resources	and	middle	school	principal	meeting	
from	1:00	–	4:00	p.m.	
(Deborah	and	Michael	are	also	out	of	the	building	on	Monday.	Mike	and	Sandy	are	in	all	
day)	
	
SAVE	THE	DATE	
	
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year for those 
who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not inclusive of all dates 
on our calendar, and I will update this as more are added. 
 
Week of March 11th :  Term 3 Progress Reports 
 
Monday, March 11, 2019: SOS Screening Fire Team 



 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019:  SOS Screening Phoenix Team 
 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019: Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, March 14, 2019:  SOS Ruby Team 
 
Thursday, March 14, 2019:  at 7:00 p.m. 5th Grade Parent Night at Day 
 
Thursday, March 28, 2019:  at 6:00 p.m. Day International Pot Luck Dinner 
 
April 1 -2, 2019:  Grade 6 ELA MCAS 
 
April 3-4, 2019: Grade 7 ELA MCAS 
 
April 5, 2019:  Term 3 Ends 
 
April 5 and 8, 2019:  Grade 8 ELA MCAS 
 
April 10, 2019:  Term 3 Report Card Grades Due 
 
April 10, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 12, 2019: Term 3 Report Cards Available 
 
April 15 – 20, 2019:  April Vacation 
 
April 23, 2019:  Principal Coffee with Dr. Henry Turner, Principal of NNHS 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 28, 2019: Newton SERVES 
 
May 2-3, 2019:  6th Grade Musical 
 
May 6-7, 2019:  6th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8, 2019:  Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
May 8-9, 2019:  7th Grade Math MCAS 
 
Week of May 13th:  Term 4 Progress Reports 
 
May 10 and 13, 2019:  8th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 16-17, 2019:  8th Grade Science, Technology and Engineering MCAS 
 



May 18, 2019: Boston Bowl 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
 
May 22, 2019:  Principal Coffee at 8 a.m. 
 
May 23, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 27, 2019:  NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday 
 
May 30, 3019:  Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Art School 
 
June 7, 2019:  Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  

Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  
 
June 7,2019:  Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 
 
June 17, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 18, 2019:  Tentative Last Day of School (if no snow days) – Term 4 Grades Due 
 
June 18, 2019:  8th Grade Graduation (if no snow days) 
 
June 18, 2019:  Early Release at 11:30 a.m. ( if no snow days) 
 
Friday	Music?	
Send	me	a	quick	email	if	you	have	a	suggestion	for	our	Friday	music.	


